
    
 
 

 w w w . P a l e s t i n e C o n f e r e n c e . o r g                    1 8 8 8 - 4 8 - N A K B A  
 

Page 1 

 

 

 

 

           Conference Call, January 27th 

 

 

Below is an abbreviated outline of the January 27th conference call, for more details 

please visit the website. 

Call Goals: 

ü Review timeline progress and goals. 

ü Review the current working model( i.e. committee division). 

ü Finalize keynote speaker decisions. 

ü Finalize workshop details (number, functions) 

Call outcomes: 

ü The timeline will be amended to include current progress and reflect future 

work. 

ü Restructuring of the planning committees will commence. 

ü Suheir Hammad and Dr. Rabab Abdulhadi will be invited to speak at the 

conference. 

ü Workshop events were divided into 9 workshops a day. 

 

         Forum Usage 

 
 

The forums on the website are a great organizational tool that is much 

underused. The forums would provide a place for groups to collaborate and stay in 

touch. We would be able to keep all the information in a single location instead of it 

being scattered throughout the email. 

  

The forums have sub-categories for committees, events, news, and social discussion 

all of which have more detailed categories. 

How to use the forum: 

ü Go to www.palestineconference.org/forum. 

ü /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άwŜƎƛǎǘŜǊέ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 

information. 

ü Log in using the information you provided while registering. 

ü ¢ƻ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ¢ƻǇƛŎέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

the category you desire. 

ü ¢ƻ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ Ǉƻǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtƻǎǘ wŜǇƭȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

 

 

 
 
Newsletter 

 

This is the first edition 

of a bi-monthly 

newsletter we will be 

using to keep all the 

members updated on 

the USPCN progress 

and planning. 

If you have material 

about meeting 

outcomes or new 

initiatives please 

contact Firas AlShafei at 

F.AlShafei.newsletter@

Gmail.com. 

 

 

In this Issue 
ωMINUTES: Jan. 27 
Meeting 
 
ωWEBSITE: Utilizing 
Forums 
 
ω[h/![ COMMITTEES 
ü Dec 14 San 
Francisco Meeting 
ü Dec 30 Dayton, 
OH Meeting 

 
ωPRESS RELEASES 
 
ωARTWORK 

 
Agenda 

 
Website 

Bi ς Weekly Newsletter 2/21/08 

http://www.palestineconference.org/forum
mailto:F.AlShafei@Gmail.com
mailto:F.AlShafei@Gmail.com
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       Dayton, OH Meeting - 12/30/2007 

 

 

On December 30th a Palestinian family graciously hosted a 
meeting in Dayton Ohio. The meeting was attended by appx. 30 
Palestinians ranging between the ages of 14 and 65 with both genders 
fully represented.  This figure excludes the children who attended, i.e. 
between the age of 2 & 14.  
 
The afternoon began with food and banter as participants became 
more fully acquainted.  Amer Othman opened up with a brilliant 
discussion of the state of Palestinian presence in the US and glossed 
briefly over the situation back home.  He began to then discuss our 
potential role as Palestinians in the US, our current state and 
contextualized all of that by giving detailed reference to the History of 
Palestinians & the Palestinian movement in the US.  This was followed by an inspiring PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 
The discussion part was challenging and gracefully & powerfully addressed by Mr. Othman. All issues 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƘŜŎǘƛŎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƎǳŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
Palestinian for those refugees present, to tangible action items. 
 
Most of the participants were mothers/fathers, entrepreneurs, and students, all of whom were highly 
excited about the initiative and very anxious to hear tangible action ideas from Mr. Othman.  He 
suggested forming a grocer's union & discussed GUPS at length both of which were eagerly received. 
 
The meeting concluded on a very positive note & with many questions & ideas shared. 
 
Meeting Outcomes: 
 
ü  A Dayton Committee was formed to liaise with the USPCN CC 
ü The next meeting is planned for January 20, 2008 
ü All agreed to have a Palestinian Festival in Commemoration of Al Nakba on 5-17-2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Local Committees 
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         San Francisco, CA Meeting - 12/14/2007 

 
 
 

On December 14th, 2007, the Arab Resource and 
Organizing Center (AROC) of the San Francisco Bay Area hosted 
Monadel Herzallah and Noura Erekat for a community potluck and 
discussion of Palestinian activism in the U.S. and the upcoming 
Palestinian Popular conference. The goal of AROC was not only to 
help support the build up to the Popular Conference, but to also 
use this moment to bring together and energize Palestinians in 
the Bay Area to plan for the 60 th commemoration of the Nakba 
and beyond.  
  
At the event, Monadel gave a slideshow presentation on the 
history of Palestinians organizing in the U.S. Noura described the 
Popular Conference and gave the recent history of organizing for 
it.  We also heard from Lubna, about the meeting in Paris kicking 
of an international Palestinian youth network and from John Saadeh, who has attended some of the 
Popular Conference planning meetings in D.C.  The presentations were followed by a discussion of the 
Popular Conference and organizing locally both for the conference and otherwise. At the end of the 
meeting, Palestinians in attendance decided to meet again as an ad hoc committee to take action on 
organizing Palestinians locally. Some ideas for what this committee might take up are: spreading the 
word about the Popular Conference, organizing a local event about the 60th anniversary of the Nakba, 
setting up a local mechanism for providing feedback to national Popular Conference organizers, and 
doing thorough planning for outreach to and organizing of local Palestinians ς particularly those that do 
not usually attend political events.  
  
Ultimately, the 60th commemoration of the Nakba is moment that we hope will energize, inspire, 
motivate and build unity among Palestinians locally, nationally and around the world. The December 
14th meeting in the San Francisco Bay Area was a very small (40 attendees) but necessary step and 
contribution in our collective fight for justice. 
 
 Another meeting was held on January 16th. The meeting discussed various workshops and 
activities. The local chapter will be holding a fundraising event in San Francisco on Thursday February 7th 
at 522 Valencia St. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Local Committees 
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        Press Release 

 

 
 
¶ The following is an excerpt of a press release that will be used on February 15th. The complete 

press release is available at the conference website. 

άAnnouncing the all inclusive Palestinian popular conference, Friday through 

Sunday August 8th- 10thΣ нллу ƛƴ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ hΩIŀǊŜ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 
 
άΦ Φ Φ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΣ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
maximizing our potential as the agents of change in our collective struggle for 
justice, return, and liberation.έ 
Under the theme above, Palestinian activists from across the United States invite you 
and your family to participate in the very important and all inclusive U. S. Palestinian 
Conference to be held in Chicago August 8th through 10thΣ нллу ŀǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ hΩIŀǊŜ 
Airport. 
During these difficult times, with Palestinian  people under siege in Gaza and subject 
to daily targeted assassination throughout the Occupied Territories, and with the 
approach of the 60th anniversary of the Nakba, the major catastrophic ethnic 
cleansing of Palestine, it is of paramount importance to have our Palestinian 
community participate.  
This conference is a culmination of efforts undertaken by leading Palestinian activists 
in   Palestinian community in the U.S.  It will provide a venue and forum to explore 
effective actions to help change US policy regarding Palestinian rights and serve as a 
ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƴƎ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛon 
and organizing among Palestinian communities across the United States. This 
initiative will also support the call to action issued by more than 200 Palestinian civil 

society organizations in defense of Palestinian national rights. ά 
 

¶ The Arab Radio & Television Network (ART) conducted an interview in January 2008 
with Noura Erikat regarding USPCN activities and goals. 

¶ The voice of the Arab & Muslim community radio broadcasting from Chicago 
conducted an interview with Monadel Herzalla on 2/9/08 regarding USPCN activities 
and goals. 

¶ Al Awda newsletter donated a full page advertisement for the conference in its 
January publication.  

¶ Al Ahram online website features a USPCN banner that will remain on their website 
until the day of the conference. The banner can be viewed at 
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/index.htm.  

 
 
 

 

 

 Publicity 

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/index.htm
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            The winner of the USPCN poster contest 

 

 

 

 
 

 

          Support The Conference 

 

 

ü Donate Online! 

ü Register for the Conference 

ü Submit a Workshop for the Conference 

ü Obtain Endorsements 

ü Develop local organizing committees 

 

 

 

 Support 

 Artwork 
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           Collective Effort Works 

 
 

 
ü 80% of Personal pledges in W DC meeting have been submitted . 

ü Web site has been updated and added some great artwork, links. 

 Thanks to Haya from New Jersey .  

ü Get ready for March (The fund raising Drive Month  ) we encourage every local committee every 

participant to help building up this great momentum. 

ü The toll free number  1-888-48-NAKBA is up and running. 

Thanks to Hassan and Sufian from Detroit.  

ü USPCN Banner on the front of Al ahram weekly where it's seen by hundreds of thousands 

readers thanks Musa for the initiative.  

ü Tax deductible 501(c)(3) status is being worked on and is currently pending. 

 

           Coordinating Committee Members 

 

 

¶ Musa Al Hindi malhindi@netzero.net  Nebraska 

¶ Hatem Abu Dayeh  hatem85@yahoo.com  Illinois  

¶ Lamis Deek  lamisjd@aol.com  New York 

¶ Monadel Herzallah mmonadel@yahoo.com  California 

¶ Noura Erikat.  noo194@yahoo.com  Virginia 

¶ Hanan Idilbi  hanan.idilbi@gmail.com Virginia 

¶ Hasan Newash  palestine1948@sbcglobal.net Michigan 

¶ Mohammad Owies mroweis@aol.com  Washington DC 

¶ Mazen Qumsieh qumsi001@hotmail.com Connecticut 

¶ Amer Othman  amer022960@aol.com  Ohio 

¶ Jamilah Shami  jamilah7@hotmail.com  Virginia 

 Progress 

 Contact Info 
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